
Effective Dates for Egress/Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings 
 

 
Code 

Code 
Section

 

 
Effective 

 
Area 

 
Min. Height/Width 

 
Max. Sill Height 

 
1970 UBC 

 
1404 

 
07/01/1972 

 
5.0 s.f. 

 
H & W not < 22 inches 

 
48 inches 

1973 UBC 1404 01/14/1974 5.0 s.f. H & W not < 22 inches 48 inches 

 
1976 UBC 

 
1404 

 
09/19/1978 

 
5.7 s.f. 

 
24 inch H & 20 inch W 

 
48 inches (amend) 

1979 UBC 1204 09/09/1980 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 48 inches (amend) 

1982 UBC 1204 03/01/1983 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 48 inches (amend) 

1985 UBC 1204 02/17/1987 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 48 inches (amend) 
 
1988 UBC 

 
1204 

 
07/16/1990 

 
5.7 s.f. 

 
24 inch H & 20 inch W 

 
44 inches 

 
1991 UBC NOT ADOPTED 

1994 UBC 310.4 03/20/1995 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 

1997 UBC 310.4 10/05/1998 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 

2000 IBC 1009 03/31/2003 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
2000 IRC R310 03/31/2003 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 

 

2003 IBC NOT ADOPTED 
2003 IRC NOT ADPOTED 

 

2006 IBC 1026 07/10/2007 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
2006 IRC R310 07/10/2007 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
      
2009 IBC NOT ADOPTED 
2009 IRC NOT ADPOTED 
      

2012 IBC 1029 06/02/2015 5.7 s.f. 24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
2012 IRC R310 01/24/2015 5.7 s.f.  24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
 R310 01/24/2015 5.0. s.f. (Grade Floor Opening)  24 inch H & 20 inch W 44 inches 
 R310 01/24/2015 4.5 s.f. (Licensed Facilities) 20 inch H & 20 inch W 48 Inches 
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